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Naerſtandin Return for En land was 
LI * N Be wo of this Win- 
ter Seaſon, I conceive} it my Duty to haſt. 
en this ſmall Labour of mine, and ſpeed the Sheets 
to the Preſs, that I might be read ly upon 
Landing 75 Preſent you wit ſome 2 
| knowledgment for my goed Living in Hamſhir 
which ID two Years % was made 3 Free-will 
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am ſomewhat concerned that yeu could not go further 
up into the Countries by reoſin of the great Armies in 
1 Field which ſtopt all Avenues and Paſſages. 1 
am ſenſible your intended Progreſs through Vain, 
Italy and France, was well deſigned, and muſi 
have been for your Improvement as well as Diver ſi- | 
on; but when I reflected upon the danger of Travel- 
ling, all Europe at this inſtant, being as it were 
in a Combuſtion, your long Continuance in Holland 
was diſcreet and unavoidable, as your coming back 
to England is nom very welcome to all eur Fri 
and Relations. 1 

It has been a great fault in many of our Nobility 
and Gentry,who were for Travelling Abroad, and view- 
ing the Courts of Foreign Princes, and the Montlers 
and Curioſities in other Countries, while they are per- 
fect Strangers at Home, and know very little of their 
"own. Wherefore, if your Genious inclines you ſtill to 
Travel, there are many Rarities, Fortifications, and 
Ancient Monuments in this Iſland worthy your Notice 
and Inſpection: And becauſe you are not yet of Age, 
the next Spring and Summer Seaſon might be 5 
bly imploy d in taking a ſmall Circuit to ſome of the 
moſt eminent Ports and Places in Her Majeſties Domi- 
nions ; of which tho you may be well informed by ou 
own Geographers and Antiquaries, yet what you ſee 
will have a deeper and more laſting impreſſion, than 
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what you only read of, and are advertized by, others, 4 
which ſooner ſlips out of the Memory. = 

But if you begin to be weary of Journe ys, and no | 
longer admire ſuch an ambulatory and unſettled way | 
of L e : Bleſſed be God, you have a fair Eſtate, and { 
two fine Seats in a pleaſant Country, not far from the j 
Metropolis of our Nation, whither you may retire, 4 
diverting your ſelf with Maſculine and b:coming exer- 1 
ciſes; and having been well Educated in the Schools of i 
Wincheſter, Sarum, and the Vniverſit; of Oxon, 
before you took your Voyage, you are capable of im- 
proving your time in 2 Studies as will render you, 
not only a good Chriſtian to glorifie your Maker, and 
encourage Fiety; but a fine Gentleman likewiſe, Servi- 
ceable to your Country, by looking into the Affairs of 
Magiftracy and Government,and acquaiating your ſelf 
with the municipal Laws and Statutes of the Realm. 

And becauſe Example is more prevalent than Pre- 
cept, you cannot pitch ufon a fairer Copy to write 
. than your deceaſed Father, Mr. John Wallop, 
whom you muſt ſtill have a very freſh Idea of, and 
which I truſt in God will never be obliterated out of | 
your Mind ; for a Worthier Gentleman the - whole x 
Weſt of England could not have afforded : Set him If 
before you for a Pattern, who was of an untainted 3 
ſe Character, ' ſober in his Life, grave in bis Converſa- 

tion, Zealous of God's Glory, Charitable to the In- 
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Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

dipent, Courteous in his Department, Favourable to his 
- Noble in his Preſents without Gall or Preju- 
dice, without Pride or Hypocriſie, whoſe Actions were 
praiſe worthy, and his Memory Precious and Bleſſed. 
And no ſooner was bis Eldeſt Brothers Eſtate joyn'd to 
his own, but he quickly  ſhewed a Publick Spirit, 
kept good Hoſpitality, ſet the Poor on Work, and 
adorned his Seat at Hursborn with divers Planta- 
tions, Walks, and curious Buildings : and if his 
term of Tears had not been of ſo t a Date, He 
would have built up Farley, the Ancient Seat 4 
your Family, and given a Reſurrection to that Noble 
Manſion Hou uſe which was unfortunately burnt down 
to the ground many years ago, and hath been buried 
ever ſince in Oblivion and Ruins. But becauſe you 
have ſuch Plenty of brave Timber upon the Premi- 
ſes, and ground enough in Farley Park or the War- 
ren to — 1 what Tale of Bricks may be ſufficient, 1 
queſtion not ere long but the like 7 will be re- 
viv d in you, which your ſhart-liv'd Progenitor only 
wanted time for the accompliſhment thereof. 

I pray God lengthen out your Days to à greater 
Number of Tears, with a healthful Temperament of 
Body, and ſhowr upon you the Riches of his Grace, 
to be a Support and Ornament to your Fanuly; and 
ſence you inherit your Father's Eſtate, I perſwade my 
{elf you will endeavour by the good Spirit of God to 


imitate 
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imitate his Virtues, which will be a Comfort to Jon 
ſelf, endear you to "all your Relations, entitle you 

the good Affection and Eſteem of Jour * 
and frocure 1 for you a conſiderable Power and Intereſt 
therein. hope, you will ſtudiouſly and conti- 
nually vs evil Company. Caveamus, ne dum Amr. offi 
relaxare animum volumus, ſolvamus omnem . 
harmoniam quaſi concentum quendam bonorum 

operum, ſaith St. Ambroſe. Let us take heed 

whilſt by ſuch Company we deſire to recreate our 


| Minds, we do not loſe all Harmony and Concord of 


od Works. And the fame Author 245 Malorum 
Conſortia fugere debemus quoad privatam con- 
ſuetudinem, non quoad publicam converſatio- 
nem. We ought = the Society of the Wicked, 
as to private Fallon hip, but not in reſpect of pub- 
lick Communion. As we ſhould not chooſe them for 
our Familiars, ſo neither are we to abandon all manner 
of Commerce and Correſpondence with them. And 
pray obſerve the wiſe Speech of another upon the 
ſame Subject, Rerum Natura fic eſt, ut quoties 
Bonus Malo Conjungitur, non ex Bono malus 


melioretur ſed ex Malo Bonus contaminetur. 

This is the ordinary Courſe of Human Affairs, that 
when the Good and Evil are confederate together, 
the Evil Man is ſeldom made better by the Good, 
but the Good rather corrupted by the Evil, And 


faith 
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Seneca, Hi. ſaith the Moralift ; Ante circumſpieiendum eſte 
15 cum quibus edas aut bibas, quam quid edas 
aut bibas. You ought to take more care with whom 
5 fit down at Table, than what you eat or drink. 
Alius ingen In fine, this is the Tail of the Red Dragon 2 
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refer be ad. in the 12 Chapter of the Revelations, wherewith 
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ment. Ae, he drew down the third part of the Stars of Heaven 


Lib. 3. Pa. and caſt them to the Earth. 
493- 


But I muſt forbear, leſt I grow proliæ, and detain 
you too much from your other Avocations, doubting not, 
but your Senſe and Goodneſs will ſupply the Defici- 


encies of the Pen of, 
Honoured Sir, 
ö 0 Your moſt obliged 


and faithful Servant, 


RICHARD BURD. 
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SERMON 
DAN. XII Ver 4. : 

They that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the bright- 


neſs of the Firmament, and they that turn 
many to Righteouſneſs, as the Stars for 


ever and ever, 


much about the Senſe of Daniel, as well in 

this, as inother Branches of his Prophecy. 
Grotius underſtands this Chapter of the Heat 
of. Antiochus's Perſecutipn of the Jews, which 
Michael the great Prince, mentioned in the firſt 
Verſe, ſtood up at that time and delivered them 
from. 

Whereas other Criticks expound it of the 
Perſecutions that are to befall the Churches in 
LatterAges, by the Malice and Violence of An- 
tichriſt with all his val Complices, and 


Taue go in Parties, and differ very 


will 
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will have Michael the great Prince to be, not the 
literal Michael, the Tutelar and Guardian An- 
gel of the Hebrew Nation, nor any Earthly Po- 
tenate whatever; but the Myſtical Michael and 
Angel of the New Covenant, i. e. the Meſſias, whoſe 


- out-ſtretch'd Arm, towards the cloſe of the 


World, is to deſtroy Antichriſt, and the whole 
College of Falſe Prophets, with every Tyran mi- 
cal and Bloody Oppreflor, and to gather his 
Redeemed Ones, or Spiritual Iſrae! together, 


and fo deliver them out of all their Tronbles. 


Ard certainly, the Song of Moſes, which the 
Iſtaelites ſang for their Deliverance at the Red- 
Sea, was not only Gratulatory but Prophetick, 
looking forwards as well as backwards, and- re- 
ters to that ultimate and extraordinary Victory, 
which God will work for Bis Church, when his 
Plagues are pour'd out upon the Anti-Chriſtian 
World; beeauſe this Song is reviv'd and hymn'd 
in 15. Revel. ver. 3. where the Overthrow of An- 
tichriſt is related, which plainly beſpeaks it to 
be a Prophecy, never fully to be accompliſh'd, 
till that aſtoniſhing Event comes to paſs. Beſides, 
the Phraſe of the 17 and 18 Verſes of that 
Song in the 15 of Ezod. ſeems to be more magni- 
ficent than to deſign only the bringing Iſrael to 
the Earthly Canaan, and therefore muſt reſpect 


the 
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Degrees of Glory 


the Gathering Chriſt”'s Redeemed Ones together at 
the Conſummation of all Things, to place them 
in the Spiritual Sanctuary which he had eſta- 
bliſh'd, where the Lord is to reign with them for 
ever and ever, without any Enemies to diſturb 
his Royalty. 

And 'tis moſt probable, that Daniel here 
means the ſame compleat and final Deliverance 
of the Church from all Her Perſecuters, be- 
cauſe the Reſurrection of the Dead, and the Re- 
wards and Puniſhments of a futute State are de- 
clared in the next lines, Ver. the 2d. Many of 
them that ſleep in the duſt of the earth ſhall awake, 
ſome to everlaſting life, and ſome to ſhame and ever- 
laſting contempt z which words without doubt, 
imply the real and general Reſurrectiou in the 
Latter Day, and not a Metaphorical and Figu- 
rative one, as Grotius conceives. 

And as to the Rewards, which, through the 
Merits and Interceſſion of Chriſt, ſhall then be 
diſpenſed unto the new raiſed Dead ſtanding 
about the Throne of God, there will be a mighty 
Diſproportion and Inequality between them ; 
all are not to poſſeſs the like Grains and Weight 


4 Glory, nor to have Capacities and Apprehen- 
ſions alike, nor to be advanc'd to the ſame 


Dignities, but many of the Saints will be en- 
B 2 circled 


i a... UU P_—_WU__©ess-. 


—sK 


A SERMON up 


circled with far more reſplendent Diadems than 
others. As Men in this State have not been 
equal Subjects of the Divine Bounty and Fa- 
vour, neither ſhall they that Die in the Lord Jeſus 
be ſo in the next, ſince God declares to Re- 
compenſe all Men according to their Works, and 
diſtribute ſeverally to every Saint in the Circuit of 
Heaven. As there are here different Stations and 
ſundry Orders and Ranks of Men among us, 
Whole Condition and Circumſtances are more 
Illuſtrious than others; the like Variety and Di- 
ſtinctions are obſerv'd above in the Heaven] 
Choire, where there be Angels and Arch-Angels, 
Cherubims and Seraphims, Sox ev and Pow- 
ers, and ſeveral Degrees of thoſe Miniſterial In- 
telligences. And in that Solemn Day of Retri- 
| bution and Wages, when all they, who fleep in 
the Duſt of the Earth, are cited before the Incom- 
* prehenſible and all Glorious Trinity, far different 
meaſures of Glory will be the certain Lot and In- 
heritance of the Faithful and the Spirits of juſt Men 
made perfect, all ſurpaſſing one another in Bliſs 
and Happineſs, as they out- vied and excell'd 
each other here in Piety and Good-works. And 
no doubt, the Prophet meant an Inequality and 
Difference of reward by the Text under Conſi- 
deration, which was delivered for the Encourage- 
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ment, not only of all Difcreet Miniſters and 
Teachers, but to animate and prick forward the 
Zeal and Induſtry of all their Diſciples, and 
the whole Community of Sage and Religions 
Worſhippers. Such a multifarious and inade- 
quate Diſtribution of the Bleſſed Joys of Eternity is 
a very Natural Deduction and the moſt obvious 
Improvement of the Words: wherefore ſaith Da- 
nel in the Text, They that be Wife ſhall ſhine as the 
brightneſs cf the Firmament, and they that turn many 
to Righteouſneſs, as the Stars for ever and ever. 


From the Words thus opened and Para- 
phraſed, this Doctrine may be eaſily collected, 
viz. That there are Degrees of Bleſſedneſs in the 
World to come, and a great Diſparity in the Crowns 
of Glory, that God will at laſt beſtow upon all his 
Faithful Servants ; they that be Wiſe ſhall ſpine as 
the brightneſs of the Firmament, and they that turn 
many unto Righteouſneſs as the Stars - ever and 
ever, | 


In ſpeaking upon which Subject, I ſhall do 


theſe Four Things; Firſt I will prove Degrees of 


Glory by ſeveral Divine Teſtimonies. Secondly, I 
will ſhew that Degrees of Glory are moſt conſen- 
taneous and agreeable to Reaſon. I hirdly, 1 will 
Vindicate this Doctrine trg the Objections that 


are 
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"are uſually urg'd againſt it. And laſtly, I will 


ſet before you ſome of the excellent Uſes and 
Improvements that may be made of it. 


begin with the former of theſe, viz. to 
Evince from the Sacred Writings, That there 
are Degrees of Glory. | 


Hod propoſes and ſets before all Men ex- 


ceeding great Rewards for their Obedience and 


Faithfulneſs to him in this Life ; no leſs, than 
an Inheritance uncorruptable in the Heavens hath he 
prepared for all thoſe that deligently ſeek him. 
Bur in this Irheritance there are due Meaſures 
and Proportions obſerved, and God gradually 
urs out and communicates to all the Saints ac- 
cording to the Deeds done in the Body. As ſome 
Divines were more Eminent for a devotional 
and well ſpent Life, going about doing Good, 
adminiſtring to the Neceſſities of the Saints, com- 
forting the Afflicted, praying over the Sick, 
chaſing away Deſpair, and turning Sinners unto 
God, their Recompence infallibly will be much 
ſuperiour to the reſt in the Day of Judgment); 
for which reaſon ſome ſhall have Ten Talents o 
Glory, others Five, others Iwo, and ſome but 
One, as will appeargby theſe Divine Teſtimo- 


nies. 


Degrees of Glory, | 


nies. Saith Chriſt, John 14. 2. In my Fathers 
Houſe are many Manſions, where I go to prepare a 
Place for you. Upon which Text * 1. 


Patrem, ft non pro varietate Meritorums To what 
purpoſe hath God provided ſuch different Man- 
fions, unleſs it be to Reward all Men according 
to their ſeveral Works? And faith Grotius, Multi- 
tudinem autem locorum non male veteres intelligunt cum 
graduum differentiis; the Ancients were not mi- 
ſtaken when they compared this variety of Pla- 
ces above to the difference of Degrees of Glory: 
and ſurely, God will aſſign the Nobleſt and jnoft 
Princely U to thoſe wiſe Clerks, who u p- 
on all opportunities have expreſſed the ſtrongeſt 
ardency of Affection to God and the Souls of his 
People, and Preach'd in ſeaſon and out of Seaſon, 
and ſpent themſelves like a Lamp to give Light 
and Benefit unto others. | 
A Second Proof you find in 1 Cor. 15.41, 42. 
T here is one Glory ef the Sun, another Glory of the 
Moon, another Glory of the Stars ; as one Star dif- 
ereth from another Star in Glory, ſo is the Reſurrecti- 


fe of theDead ; that the Apoſtle here ſpeaks of De- 


es of Glory, and not of the Difference between 
the Mortal and Glorified Body is manifeſt, becauſe 


there is a full ſtop at the Reſurrection of the Dead, 
Which 


ertullian Tertul. 


hath this Gloſs, Quomodo multæ Man ſones apud *Piaco. 
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Cor. 9. 6. 


which cuts off the Words from having any Relati. 


on to the mortal and glorified Body which follows 


after. Wherefore faith Aſenochius in Locum, ſicut 
una © ſtella alteri, ita fy unus Beatus alteri, ut gra- 
tra, ita quoque gloria & præmio præfulget; as thoſe 
radiant and heavenly Luminaries ſurpaſs one 
another for Luſtre and Brightneſs, ſo doth the 
Bleſſed, not only in the Grades of the Spirit, 
but the Rewards of Glory. So that ſuch Clergy- 
men as exerciſe a good Conſcience, and are 
mindful of their Cures; that reprove, rebuke, 
exhort with all long- ſuffering and doctrine, doing ths 
work. of an Evangeliſt and making full proof of their 
miniſtry, hereafter ſhall ſhine as bright as the Sun, 
while others look as pale as the Moon ; ſome 
ſhall be Stars of the firſt magnitude, when o- 
thers are but Meteors and Comets, of a leſſer 
rate and value, of a darker luſtre and glory. 

A rg wif theſe words, He that pos 
ſparingly, ſhall reap ſparingly, and he that ſoweth 
lama all u dane 14 Hinc conſtat Præ- 
mia Regni Cæleſtis non omnibus ægqualia reddi, it is 
clear Bond this Text (faith Eſtius) that the 
Rewards of Heaven are not the fame to all. And 


the like may be inferr d from what Chriſt promi- 


ſes, Mat. 10. 41. He that receiveth a Prophet in 
the name of a Prophet, ſhall have a Prophets reward; 
| which 
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Which implies ſomething more than ſhall be 


ranted to others, elſe Chriſt's words are of no 
Mine to encourage any to eſteem of a Godly Mi- 


- 


niſter. And upon this Text Brugenſis comments Luca: Br 


thus, Talem autem mercedem qualem Propheta acci- Sen. f 
piet ſed non æqualem, qualitate ſcilicet ſed non quan- 8B » 


titate eandem ; the Reward ſhall be of the ſame 
Species, but not alike for weight and meaſure. 

The Parable alſo of the Ten Servants who re- 
ceived of their Lord when he went into a far 


Country Ten Pounds to Trade with till his return 
confirms this aſſertion; for we read, Luk. 19. 


12. When the Lord came back, He that had in- 
creaſed his Pound to ten Pounds was made Ruler 
over ten Cities ; and he that gained but five Pounds 
was Ruler over five Cities, and ſo proportionably 
with the Reſt, as they had managed the Stock 
that was .intruſted to them : what can be the 
deſign of this Parable, but to infinuate the Re- 
wards of Heaven are not equal, but accommo- 
dated to the various improvements the Faithful 
made of the Grace which was afforded. And 
the main reaſon why Chriſt was transfigured and 
ſhone ſo gloriouſly on the Mount before Peter, 
Fer and fohn, was not ſo much to prove his 

ivinity, as to give them a Copy and reſem- 
blance of the R and to ſhew how 


exceed- 
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exceeding bright and glittering their | earthly 


Tabernacles in the Reſurrection ſhould be, if 
they diſcharged faithfully that Truſt which was 


committed to them. And upon this Subject 


Clement Alezandrinus faith not amiſs, only par- 
don the compariſon, we/&am 4>Ans N d,. 
is. xa le 1,e. ſeeing Men here make a dif- 
ference between their Cattel, and think ſome 
worthy of far better Stalls, is it any wonder if 
God prefers ſome of the Faithful before others, 
and beſtows upon them nobler Man ſions hereaf- 
ter. If a Cup of cold water given to 4 Diſciple 
hall have a Reward ; Martyrdom and pourin 

out our Blood in teſtimony of the Truth, wil 

meet with a greater, and be placed at the right 
hand of God in the Regions of Glory. When 
the Gates of Heaven ſtand open to Publicans and 
Sinners, Prodigals and Harlots, Idolaters and Blaſ- 
phemers upon their recantation and amendment, 


thoſe who pluck out their right eyes, and cut off 


their right hands, and thwart their ftrongeſt pro- 
penſities and deſires, forſaking Lands and Houſes 
Wives and Children for Righteouſneſs ſake, will be 
welcom'd into the High Courts of the Lord's Houſe 
with the loudeſt acclamations and rejoicings .of 
Angels. As God made ſeveral Prophets, Apoſtles, 
Evangeliſts and Teachers for the better admini- 


{tration 
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ſtration of the Church Militant, ſo without diſ- 
pute there will be ſeveral grand Officers and 
Provincials in the Heavenly Hierarchy, or Church 
Triumphant, Where good Order and Decorum 
are more indiſpenſibly requifite than on the 
Earth. No Houſhold, Commonwealth, or 
Kingdom can be upheld without Superiours as 
well as Inferiours, where ſome muſt have great- 
er Rule and Authority than others, elſe Govern- 
ment cannot ſubſiſt; and what is Heaven but 
one large Family or Kingdom, whereof God 
himſelf is Supreme and Superintendent. And 
the abundance of ſuch wiſe and neceſſary diſtin- 
ctions tend mightily to the Comelineſs and Beau- 
ty of the whole; as a large Garden full of va- 
riety of Fruits and Flowers, is far more amia- 
ble and pleaſant, than if there were but few, or 
one ſort of each. 

Nay ! one ſtep farther: after the laſt great 
Judgment is quite over, and the Saints have all 
received their full Portion of Bliſs, and begin to 
live in a happy Eternity with their Heavenly 
Father, I am apt to believe that the glorified 
Spirits may till increaſe their Felicities, and 
meliorate their Bleſſed Condition, and qualifie 
themſelves for greater Degrees of Glory in Heaven 


as well as on the Earth; which may be done by 
| C 2 enlarging 
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larging their Capacities, and having more of 
the Beatifick Viſion unravel'd and diſplayed be- 
fore them. And in this Conception I am not 
ſingular, but ſome of the Schoolmen harp and 
chime upon the ſame. However this bein 
within the Vail, and not warranted by any Scri- 
pture as I know of, I will therefore let it drop 
and carry it no farther, | 


Secondly, I am next to prove, that Degrees 
of Glory are maſt conſentaneous and agreeable to 
eaſon. f 

Neither Deiſt, Socinian, nor any pretenders to 
Argument and Senfe can deny but the Righteous 
that have been ſeverely exerciſed in this Life, 
with many ſore Calamities and other Pungent 
Evils, will be Crowned in the End with a No- 
bler Recompence, than they who never met 
with the like Diſſaſters to experiment their Vir- 
tues. The greateſt Maſters of Reaſon muſt 
allow that the Apoſtles and Primitive Chriſtians, all 
Martyrs and Confeſſors, who ſuffer d ſo many fiery 
Trials, and bitter Agonies to plant the Goſpel, 
may well expect a double Portion of Glory, — 2 
ſuch who came not upon the Stage of the World 
till the ten Bloudy Perſecutions ceaſed, and di- 
ed all quietly in their Beds. Think ye, thoſe 
| prudent 
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prudent and ſelf-genying Zealots, that renoun- 
ced all manner of Delicacies, and thwarted their 
ſtrongeſt Inclinations, and ſubdued their Luxu- 
riant Appetites, and ate courſly and ſparingly 
many Years, to mortify the Luſts of the Fleſh and 
their Bodily Members, ſhall fare no better than 
meer Senſualiſts and Epicures, that gratified their 
Palates, and fed to the full, and drank deep of 
all carnal Delights, ſporting themſelves like the 
great Leviathan in the Waters, and only laid hold 


of Chriſt at a moſt deſperate Seaſon, and ſo re- 


pented with much ado of their former Luxur 
and riotous way of Life, Shall not ſuch Rel:- 
ious Votaries, that immured themſelves, and 
inflicted many Penal and Vindictive Acts upon 
their Bodies, and run through all the ſtrict Cour- 
ſes of Mortification, Penance, Faſtings, Watch- 
ings and the like, be more highly exalted by 
God than Libertines, who ſlighted continually 
the Ordinances of the Church, Rules of holy liv- 
ing and dying, all Ghoſtly Counſel and Admo- 
nition, and never would uſe the Grace of God 
to reform their manners, till Sickneſs or me 
imminent danger ſcared them to it. May not 
all thole Humble and Obedient Servants of the 
Lord, who lived in a conſtant dependance upon 
Providense, and ſubmitted to his Divine Order- 
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ing and Government, and waited his leiſure for 
a Supply of their Wants, tò Be healed 'of their 


Sickneſſes, and delivered out of all Dangers, ex- 


pect the Precedency and right hand of Fellow- 
ſhip among the Saints in Glory, before the cla- 
morous and impatient "args who when the 
Sea obſtructed their paſſage before, and an in- 
raged Army trod on their Rear behind, pre- 
ſently flew in the Face of God, and upbraiding- 


Exod, 19. 9 ſaid unto Moſes, becauſe there were no Graves in 


12. 


gypt haſt thou taken us away to Die in the Wilder- 


2 Chr, x6; neſs ?- or before Aſa King of Judah, who when diſ- 


eaſed in his Feet, ſought not to the Lord, but to the 
Phyſicians. May not all Charitable and Tender 
Hearted Chriſtians, that Commiſerated the Cries 
of the Poor, and conſtantly relieved their wants, 
and pour'd Balm into their Wounds, and bound 
up their broken Limbs, and been Hoſpitable to 


Strangers, and Nobly endowed Colleges, Hoſ- 


pitals and other Religious Foundations, hope 
for a better welcome and greeting from their 
Heavenly Father than Rich Miſers, whom Chriſt 
declares hall hardly enter into the Kingdom of Heaven; 
than thoſe greedy Mammoniſts, who hoarded up 
their Wordly Treaſures, or center'd them within 
their private Families, anſwering not the trueend 


and deſigus of them, and doing no good to Church 


nor 
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nor Poor, and never caufing them to flow wide 
from their own Channel. Shall not ſuch wiſe 
Shepherds, who always Honoured God and Re- 
ligion, and boldly vindicated the Authority of 
the Scriptures, and conſcientiouſly diſcharged 
their Duty in their reſpective Cures, warning 
their Flocks betimes againſt ravening Wolves 
and all ſeducing Spirits, and of the many fatal 
Conſequences of a Flagitious and Impenitent 


Courſ@®M more Honourably inſtal'd in the end, 


than thoſe Supine and Negligent Paſtors, that bu 


long buried their Talents, and quench'd the 
Light within, and: e'ne ſtarv'd their Lambs and 
their Sheep, ſuffering them to be bewilder'd or 
ſtray in by and uncertain Mazes, if not ſcandali- 
ſed and perverted through diflolute and corrupt 
Examples. May not Timothy, who we know 
underſtood the Scriptures from a Child. And Anna 
the Propheteſs that departed not from the Temple, 
but ſerved God day and night with Faſting and Pray- 
er, lock to be more bountifully entertained by 


God, than the Thief upon the Crofs, who never did 
but one good thing in all his Life as we read of, 
and that too at his laſt hour. In fine, ſhall not 


= Obadiah, who always feared the Lord from his 


out h, and that religious Prince Foſrzs, WhO ex- 1 che 16. 


preſſed an early Zeal for God's Honour, de- 12. 


ſtroying 


16 A SERMON won 
ſtroying Idolatry, and purging the Temple of un- 
clean Veſſels ſhine more gloriouſly in the other 
World than that 8 „ hoary-headed 
and Superannuate Tribe, who began but to work 
and repent in the extremeſt moments and ut- 
moſt verge of Life; when they ſtood upon the 
very Brink of Deſtruction, and like ſo many 
Fire- brands were very nigh to be totally burnt 
and conſumed. From ſuch rational Topicks as 
theſe, we may ſafely determine, that there 
o Degrees of Bleſſedneſs in the World to come, and a 


great "diſparity in the Crowns of Glory that God 
will at laſt beſtow upon all his faithful Servants. 


Thirdly, I deſcend now to vindicate this Do- 
arine from the Objections that are uſually urged 
againſt it; and the moſt confiderable are theſe 
three, ; 

Firſt, In oppoſition to Degrees of Glory, it is 
pretended that the Reward to come depends not 
upon the Virtue and Dignity of good Works, but 
the Merits and Satisfaction of Chriſt, and ſeeing 
theſe are equal, the Recompence in all probabi- 
lity will be ſo too. 

This is the Objection, and in return hereto, 
I readily confeſs the Merits of Chriſt are equal 
upon the account of his Sufferings, for he 5 

or 
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for all Men, for the Wicked as well as the Righte- 
ous ; but when the Merits of Chriſt come to be 
applied, then without diſpute they ſhall be ve- 
ry unequal, becauſe ſome are more Righteous than 
others, and conſequently will reap a greater Be- 
nefit and Share herein. So tis true the Satisfa- 
ion of Chriſt is the Foundation of all Reward, 
and it is as true that good Works are the ſub- 
ject of that Reward whereof thoſe ſhall ſurely 

rtake the largeſt Portion, who moſt abound 
in theſe, and have their Lamps fulleſt of Oy/. 


As we excel others in the Fruits of Faith and 


Obedience, no doubt but our Part of Chriſt's 
Merits will be more excellent then theirs, and 
intitle us to Nobler Felicities, and to Larger 
Draughts of thoſe Rivers of Pleaſure for evermore. 


Hence it is evident, tho' the Satisfaction of 


Chriſt be uniform and alike, with reſpe& to his 
Defign which was to fave all, it being Univerſal, 
in favour of the Reprobate as well as the Elect; 
yet the application of it cannot but be very un- 
like and diſproportionate, not from any parti- 
ality in God, but the difference of good Works 
in Men. Such Divines may reaſonably hope 
for the greateſt Dividend of the Merits of Chriſt, 
and conſequentially the higheft Prize of the Hea- 
zenly Treaſure, who have been the chiefeſt In- 

| D ſtruments 
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ſtruments in the Converſion of Souls, Glorify ing 
their Maker, propagating the Goſpel, overturn- 
ing Satan's Kingdom, and diſpoſſeſſing him of 
his Uſurpt juriſdiction over the Hearts of Men. 


A Second Objection. is that of the Labourers, 
who came late into the Vineyard, yet received as much 
as they that indured the Heat and Burden of the whole 
Day ; and hence it 1s concluded, that the Re- 
wards of Heaven do not difter, but are alike to 


all the Saints in Glory. 


But in return hereto, thoſe who ſtart this Ob 
jection, miſtake the Parable and the Intention of 
our Saviour, who delivered it to ſhew, not the 
Equality of the Rewards of Heaven, but diffe- 
rent Vocation of Perſons to the embracing of 
Chriſtianity, which tho' at far diſtant Hours and 
Seaſons 1s no hindrance or injury, but all ſhould 
receive their Peny, i. e. Eternal Life. If the 
Jews were invited firſt, i. e. betimes in the Morning, 


and the Gentiles not till the Evening, when the da y 


was far ſpent, nevertheleſs through Divine Good- 
neſs they both obtained their Hire. 

So that the Scope and Purport of this Parable 
is only to Remonſtrate, at what time ſoever Men 
be admitted in the Goſpel State, they ſhall have 
the Tender of Everlaſting Life as well as thoſe, 


who 
\ 
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who long before were Matriculated and Trained 
up in it. This is all Chriſt aims at, And will it 
hence follow, becauſe the Saints are intituled to 
the ſame Kingdom, therefore they ſhall be all alike 
advanced,and partake adequate Meaſures of Bliſs 
and Happineſs. And what if the Apoſtle declares, 
we are Joint-Heirs, and Co-Heirs with Chriſt of the 
ſame Glory, yet he no where maintains that we 
are to be inveſted with the like Robe and Degree 
of Glory with our gracious Redeemer. * 


The laſt Objection is this, If ſome of the Saints 


in the day of Judgment hall ſhine as the brightneſs of 


the firmament, and be abundantly more transfigu- 
red in their Bodies than others, the Refidue may 
be diſcouraged, and apt to Murmur and Envy 
thole that outſhine them in Glory. 

But this Objection, takes its Riſe from a pro- 
found ignorance of the Blefled Circumſtances of 
them above, where the glorified Spirits enjoy all 
imaginable 2 * and Content without 
any Craving or Thirſt after larger Communica- 
tions ; and if they have no defires of more, they 


can have no ground of Murmur and Complaint, 


7 


nor Envy ſuch as move in an higher Sphere. 


Befides, the Rewards of Eternity cannot be \##- 


diſtributed equally to all the Saints, becauſe all 
D 2 have 
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have not the like meaſures of Reception in their 
Natures. As the Sea Water fills every Creek 
and Gulph of the Earth with different Quanti- 
ties according to the Compaſs each have to com- 
prehend them. And as the Sun diſperſes Light 
to the Spheres above, and Chambers beneath, 
to ſome more, to ſome leſs, according to the 
Capaciouſneſs thereof; ſo will the Lord impart 
to all the Dead in the Reſurrection, not accordin 
to the extent of his Power and Riches, nor to al 
the Bleſſed in equal Proportions, but accord! 

to thę different Capacities of the Subjects. When 
the Widow at the inſtance of Eliſha borrowed ſeveral 
Veſſels, and filled them all with Oyl, it had been 
Profuſeneſs to pour more into the ſmalleſt Veſ- 
ſels after they were brimfull. In like manner, 


to what purpoſe ſhould God diſpenſe to the mean- 


eſt and moſt inferiour Saint in Heaven, more than 
they are capable of receiving; being plentifully 
ſtored they are able to comprehend no more, and 
ſo can neither Wi/h, Hope, nor Covet any farther 
diſtillations. Where then 1s there any Room 
for Envy, Diſcontent, or any other Paſhon ?. nos 
in Heaven will-there be any contending. for Su- 
periority, or Place, nor any Strite ; but Love 
Obedience will then. go Hand -in Hand , be 
Free and Reciprocal, our Choice and not Duty; 


and 


the — 
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and-all the Saints reſt for ever perfectly well 
pleaſed and ſatisfied with their Bleſſed Lot and 


Inheritance whatever it be. 


I haſten to the laſt conſiderable, that is, to 
ſet before you ſome of the excellent Uſes and 
Improvements that may be made of this Do- 


arine, and here I will {peak to thele Six. 


The firſt USE, Since there are Degrees of 
Glory, how ought this to engage us to a Remem- 
brance of our Creator in the Days of our Youth. 

What can now (my Brethren) be a more pre- 
vailing Topick to encourage us to ſeek the Lord 
betimes, to accelerate our Services, and become 
early Bloſſoms of Righteouſneſs and Obedience, 
than theſe ſeveral ſteps and Degrees of Glory, then 
theſe different Man ſtons of Bliſs and Happineſs ? 
Conſider how exceeding Large and Noble, will 
the Remuneration be, if you make ſuch a for- 
ward Progreſs in the School of Chriſt, and inure 
your ſelves to Holy and Spiritual exerciſes in 
the Morning of your Age, when ye are beſt able to 
Glorifie your Maker, and your Service will be 
moſt acceptable to him, and therefore beſt. re- 


warded by him. 
Under 
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bear. 
the ſtrict obſervance of this, and all other Fewi/h 


Under the Law the Iſraelites were injoyned 


Exod, 13. fo offer up unto God the firſtlings of all their Flocks 


and Herds, and the firſt born of all their Sons, or 
elſe to Redeem them. This was a Law which nei- 


ther they, nor their Fore-fathers were able to 
Bur we, God be praiſed, are freed from 


Rites and Oblations ; and in the Room of it are 
only obliged to conſecrate the firſt Fruits of our 
Underftandings to God, to dedicate our ripeſt 
and earlieſt Years of Knowledg and Diſcretion 
to his Service and Worſhip : God requires not 
our Subſtance but our Hearts, not our Eſtates 


and Proprieties, but our Minds and Underſtand- 


ings: and for ſuch Seaſonable and Temporal 


| Tenders God propoſes Supernatural Rewards: 


a greater Dividend whereof will — be 


the allotment of all them, who have been long- 


eſt lifted under Chriſt's Banner, and brought 
forth the moſt and choiceſt Fruits unto Holi- 
neſs. | 
Be mindful than of your Creator before the 
Evil days come, while your Pulſe beats high and 
ſtrong, and prompts you to the nobleſt Exploits 
in vindication of the Truth, and for the Honour 
of God's Majeſty, which will one day cauſe you 
to ſhine like the Face of Moſes after he Converſed 


with 
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with God in the Mount, Exod. 34. 36. Degrees of 
Gloryare worthy the moſt hazardous and Religi- 
ous Undertakings, and to defend the Fatherleſs 
and Widows, and to help thoſe to Right that 
ſuffer Wrong will aſſimilate us to the moſt re- 
nowned and dignified Saint in the Regions of 
Immortality. We are all Runners in a Race, as 
St. Paul Phraſes it, and if we get not the ſtart 
while we are Young and Strong, and likely to 
atchieve great Things, we muſt not hope to per- 
form them in our conſumptive and declining 
Years. Never pretend to a place in Abraham's 
Boſom (by which ſome Interpreters underſtand 
the higheſt Degree of Glory) nor to vie with the 
brightneſs of the Firmament hereafter, by only turn- 
ing unto God in your latter days. Such dim and 
lanquid Addrefles, ſuch Weak and Rheumatick 
Services at ſo latea Seaſon, can intitle Men but 
to very low, degrees of Felicity, to poor and 
anew {cantlings of Glory. The moſt T yſical 
Cripples ſhall be perfectly able to aſcend the 
Alpes, when ſuch prove Conſtellations in the 
beſpangled Spheres of Eternity. No! themean- 
eſt Employments above are ſurely to be their Lot: 
For God will deal by them, as Jo/hua and the 
Princes of Iſrael did by the Gibeonites, who grant- 
ed them Life, but made them Hewers of V. _ 
an 
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and Drawers of Water to the whole Congregation. 
Joſ. 9. 21. | 


The Second U SE. Since there are Degrees of 
Glory, how ſolicitous and earneſt ought ſuch a 
Meditation to make us in the purifying and re- 
newing all our Souls. _ ET, 

What Chriſt faith to Nicodemus will convince 
us that a Change of Nature and removal from 
. old Stock to be grafted on a new is abſolute- 
y requiſite, John 3. 3. Except a Man be born again 
he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God. And this is 
explained at the 5 ver. to denote, that it is not a 


Carnal but Spiritual Birth which is required, not 


that of the Body, but of the Soul, moulding that a 


new and ſtamping it with far better Principles: for 
the performance of which Chriſt promiſes a great 
advance of Glory, Matth. 19. 28. Te which have fol- 
Llowed me in the Regeneration, when the Sen of Man ſhall 
fit in the Throne of his Glory: Te alſo ſhall fit on twelve 
Thrones Judging the T welve Tribes of Iſrael; which 
fignifies that the Apoſtles ſhall have a higher 
Place in Heaven than Common and Ordinary Be- 
lieyers : and why,becaule they purſued him more 
cloſely in the Regeneration, and greatly cultivated 
and improved their Hearts in Piety and Good- 
nels, and co-operated with the Grace of God in 

| the 
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the reformation of others as well as themſelves. 

And this High Office and Dignity is not pe- 
culiar to the Apoſtles only, but St. Paul aſſures 
us, that the Saints ſhall be placed on the ſame 
Bench and inveſted with the like Authority, 
1 Cor. 6. 2, 3. Do ye not know that the Saints hall 
judge the World and the Angels ? intimating that 
thele are to be Aſſeſſors with Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles in the laſt day, to approve the Sentence 
which the Judge ſhall then pronounce againſt 
wicked Men and rebellious Deuils; and by the 
Saints that are to be exalted to ſo lofty a Throne, 
you are to underſtand only Purified and Rege- 
nerated Souls, who had excellent Frames, and a 
thorough change of all finful Affections wrought 
in them. 

Wherefore, ſince the New Birth is ſo prized 
by our Saviour, and hath a double Reward an- 
nexed to it, we ought to preſs the more earneſt- 
ly and affectionately after it, and not flacken, or 
hamſtring our Endeavours, till it be accompliſh- 
ed upon our Hearts and Minds. If we are not 
Sanctified and Transformed, with what Face can 
we inculcate this Duty upon others? No good 
Succeſs can be expected from our Miniſtry when 
we mind not our own Exhortations, but run 


Counter to them in our Lives. This is truly 
E like 


A SER MON upon 


FER 


* 


like the Phariſees of old 3 binding heavy Burthens 
upon other mens ſhoulders , when they themſelves 
would not touch them with one of their fingers. But 
Chriſt caution'd his Diſciples againſt this, and 


charged them firſt to caſt out the Beam out of their 


own Eye, and then they would ſee clearly to caſt out the 
Mote out of their Brothers eye. Matt. 7. 5. We 
muſt begin at home and purifie our ſelves, and 
then we may honeſtly look abroad, 2 wes m A 


agtoemongrer, and pry into other Mens Manners, 


and urge them to a ſpeedy amendment. And if 
Renovation of our inward Man can tranſlate us 
into Abraham's Boſom, which is the chiefeſt Manſi- 
on in Heaven, it is for our intereft, and the beft 
Policy by the Grace of God to make our ſelves 
of ſuch-a Pure and Angelical Frame, and be per- 
fectly renewed in the Spirit of our Minds, that 
we fail not of the moſt elevated Station and 
greateſt Degree of Glory. 


Thirdly another Uſe is this, Degrees of Glory 


ſhould animate us to reſiſt all Temptations to evil 
whatſoever. 


Chriſtianity is juſtly ſtyled a State of Warfare 
a long Scene of Strife and Peril, expoſing us to 
continual Wreſtlings and Combats with the 
World, the Fleſh and the Devil, thoſe bitter Ene- 


mies 
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mies of our Salvation, who lay great Snares and 


Rubs in our Way, and entangle us ſorely, and 


caſt forth many Temptations to entice us unto 
Sin: Againſt which if we hold out and obtain 
the Victory Chriſt propoſes amoſt ample Recom- 

nce, Rev. 3. 12. Him that overcometh will I make 
a Pillar in the Temple of my God. Which Phraſe 
1mports that ſuch an one ſhall be more eminent 
in the Courts of the Lord's Houſe than others, be- 
cauſe Pillars are not only for ſupport, but Orna- 


ment and Principal parts in the Building; and 


what if by the Temple of God in this place fomeUn- 
derſtand the Church of Chriſt on the Earth, yet in 
regard all the fore-mentioned Promiſes are of a 
nother Life, I chuſe to expound this Text with 


reſpect to the Reward of the City of God, the new 


* where the Names of Conguerours, ſhall 
engra ven in Capital and Text Letters to their 
Everlaſting Praiſe and Memory. And St. James 
warrants as much, Jam. 1. 12. 2 ts the Man 
that endureth Temptation, who when he is tried ſhall 
receive a Crown of Life; where by laying a parti- 
cular Emphaſis on the Epithet Bleſſed, and al- 
ſo by a Crown of Life the Apoſtle would inſinu- 
ate that ſuch a reſolute and ſincere Chriſtian ſhall 
be welcomed at length with EN, S ajavr2 ws, 
Gord O ce why needy To wp ove Well dene thou good 
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and Faithful Servant, enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord. | 

Let Degrees of Glory then, inſpirit us to re- 
{iſt all Incitements to evil, and every other Charm 
and Bait, whereby the Adverſary hopes to de- 
ceive and overcome us. Whether we be tempt- 
ed to Laſciviouſneſs, Intemperance, Revenge, 
Pride, Idleneſs, Extortion, Fraudulent dealing, 
Detraction, Lying, or to any other Vice, if we 
covet an increaſe of Happineſs, and would ſhine 
as the Stars in the Firmament, we muſt Labour to 
ſtifle all theſe Evil Suggeſtions, and repudiate 
them with Diſdain: if we have been furiouſly aſ- 
ſulted and not ſunk under the Temptation, nor 
defiled therewith, this is praiſe worthy and will 


be placed near God in the Throne of his Glory. 


That General deſerves a noble Effigies, and laſt- 
ing Monument of Honour, who redeemed his 
Country from a devouring Enemy, and made 
them all flee before him. And what Gracuity 
can be ſufficient for that Pilot, who encounter'd 
all Storms, and ſafely brought his Paſſengers, 
Lading and Veſſel over many a Dangerous and 
Tempeſtuous Sea? The more Difficulties and 
Perils Men bolt through, the Nobler will their 
Garland and Fame be hereafter. Refle& upon 
the great Continence and ſelt-denyal of Joſeph 
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who tho' by an enraged Miſtris impriſoned for a 
time, yet his diſcharge and Preſidency over all the 
Lords in Pharaoh's Houſhold followed quickly af- 
ter; which was only an Earneſt and Good Pre- 
ſage of his future advancement in the Kingdom 
of God. And had not Paniel a treble Recompence 
for his Zeal to God and refuſing Homage to Da- 
rius, when upon his Delivery out of the Lions 
Den, He was highly Honoured and Promoted 
by the King, and proſpered in the Reigns of Dari- 
us ard Cyrus the Perſian, Dan. 6. 28. And as 
for | Proteſtants who have the misfortune to 
Live in Popiſh Families, and are in the midſt 
of Temptations, if they hold faſt their Pro- 
feſhon without wavering, and not ſuffer them- 
felves to be perverted, in the laſt day they will 
be loudly applauded by Angels and Arch-Angels, 
and have the Preference and Eſteem befoxe many 
other Saints in Glory. To all our Comforts,God 
is at the beginning and end of every Temptati- 
on, none of which can ſtay one minute longer 
than He thinks fit; and either He qualifies the 
Temptation ſuitable to our Strength, elſe pours 


in freſh ſupplies that we may be able to bear it, The Heb. 11.34 


Jews in Antiochus's Reign were under fore Tem- 
tations to Apoſtacy thro' the Violence of his 
5 „ yet the Apoſtle © 
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neſs were made ſtrong. So when the Philiſtines were 
Strongeſt upon Sampſon, than had he moſt of 
the Spirit to ſubdue and drive them back. 


Fourthly another USE is this. What a Re- 
freſhment and Solace ought ſuch a Doctrine te 
be, to all that are grievouſly Perſecuted and Af- 
flicted. 

Saith the Apoſtle 2 Cor. 4. 17. Theſe light af- 
flictions are but for a moment, and work for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of Glory. This 
Text alone 1s ſufficient to prove Degrees of Glory, 
which encourages theſorrowful to expect a greater 
Quantity and Meaſure hereof, if they patiently 
ſubmitted to all the Tragical Events of Provi- 
dence, and endured them with Chriſtian Chear- 
fulneſs and Reſignation to the Divine Will. We 
are not required to be Storcks, and to have no 
Senſe of Grief ; for Chriſt himſelf practiſed the 
contrary, when he wept over the obſtitate City 
of Feruſalem, and groaned in Spirit at the depar- 
ture of his Friend Lazarus. Tis only the ex- 
ceſs of the Paſhon that is forbid, troubling our 
{elves immoderately and not bearing our Bur- 
then without Murmuring and Diſcontent. Saith 
Eliphaz in fob. Chap. 5. ver. 8. A fiction cometh 
not out of the Duſt, nor doth trouble ſpring out of the 

. Ground, 
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Ground, ſecretly hinting that God is the Author J 


of them, and when ſuſtained for his ſake, He 
will recompence us abundantly. And you may 
draw good encouragement from what the Apo- 
ſtle faith, 1 Pet. 2. 20. What Glory is it, if when 
je be buffetted for your faults, ye take it patiently ; but 
if whn ye do well and ſuffer for it, ye taks it patiently, 
this is acceptable with God, and may well expect a 
double Remuneration hereafter. When Men 
are oppreſſed tor Righteoufneſs ſake,and meet with 
ſundry Taunts and invective Railings from a 
Reprobate and Licentious Age, theſe ought to 
exhilarate our Spirits rather than caſt a Cloud or 
Damp upon them, ſeeing ſuch greatly contri- 
bute to enhance our Future felicities, accordin 
to that of our Saviour, Matth. 5.11. Bleſſed are 
ye when Men ſhall revile and perſecute ye, and ſay all 
manner of evil falſely for my ſake ; but rejoyce and be 
exceeding glad, for great is your Reward in Heaven. 
Moreover, ſuck harſh and undeſerv'd Treat- 
ment gives us but a fair opportunity of exerci- 
ling the Graces of Patience, Meakneſs, Humili- 
ty, Forgiveneſs, Fgith, Hope, Charity and 
divers other Fruits of the Spirit, which in a more 
Serene and Proſperous State we were not capa- 
ble of performing. And thus much we gained 
by our fall in Adam; for if we had li vd and 


ſpent our Days altogether in Paradiſe, there we 
| ſhould 
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ſhould have met with no Injuries or Afflictions to 
ha ve exerciſed and proved theſe Vertues, and con- 
ſequently the Rewards of them would been loſt 
and ſuperſeded, But in this State, we are expo- 
ſed to innumerable Troubles and Indignities, 
and in the next ſhall be amply rewarded for 
bearing the burthen of them. | 
Whence ſome Divines conclude, and not with- 
out Reaſon, That the Rewards under the State 
of Corruption are far greater than thoſe under 
the State of Innocency ſhould have been, if A- 
dam had never fallen, nor Mankind been curſed. 
It is no wonder then what the Apoſtle Teaches. 
Rom. 5. 15. That the Offence was not like the free 
Gift and Grace .of God in Chriſt ; Intimating, that 
the ſecond Adam hath done more good to Hu- 
mane Nature than the firſt did harm : And this 
is the Opinion of Toletus upon the aforeſaid Scrip- 
ture, Si unis homo delicto ſuo multis adeo nocuit, pro- 
fecto Deus per Chriftum majora faciet Bona, quam il- 
le mala: potentior enim eſt Deus ad benefaciendum, 
quam Homo ad malefaciendum. And Simplicius a- 
grees with him, plura & majora Bona nobis confert 
gratia Chriſti, quam Ade peccatum abſtulerit. And 
whoever conſiders the Hypoſtatical union of the 
Divine and Human Nature in one Perſon, may 
quickly be ſenſible of the great Benefit that ac- 
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crues to Mankind thereby. It had been an un- 
ſpeakable Honour and Priviledge, if God had 
but Angelized Human Nature, and made it of the 
ſame Species and Form with thoſe immortal Spi- 
rits, but taking the Manhood into God, Chriſt 
hath as it were deified our Nature, and eno- 
bled it to an infinite Degree, and exalted it far 
above Angels, Principalities and Powers. O falix 
Culpa, que tantum, 05 talem meruit Redemptorem ? 
O happy fault that obtained ſo great and excel- 
cellent Redeemer. If we had not finned, God 
had never been made a Man, nor Man a God. 
We have now exchanged and barter'd our Braſs 
for Gold; our heaven born Spirits will be 
enamel d with a brighter Glory, our Fleſhly Ta- 
bernacles more refulgent, all its Organs more 
* Il refined, our whole Nature abundantly more 
" Ill glorified. 


Fifthly, Another USE of Degrees of Glory, 
ſerves to increaſe our Faith and Affiance in Pro- 
vidence. 

Saith Chriſt to Thomas, Jo. 20. 29. Becauſe 
thou haft ſeen me, thou haſt believed, but Bleſſed jhall 
they be, i. e. more highly Bleſſed and Dignified 
mall all they be, who have not ſeen, and yet have 


F expect 


klieved : as their Faith is greater, ſo it may well 
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expect a Nobler Largeſs and Gratuity hereafter. 
That generous Truſt and Confidence which the 
Prophet Habakkuk placed in God, 1s worthy our 
Remembrance and Imitation, Hab. 3. 1 7: The” 
the Figtree ſhall not bloſſom, nor any Fruit be on the 
Vine, tho the Labour of the Olive ſhall fail, and the 
Fields yield no increaſe, nor the Flocks from the Folds, 
nor the Herds from the Stalls, yet will I rejoyce, and 
joy in the God of my Salvation. 

The like Faith in Providence ought to be 
the conſtant Profeſſion and Support of every 
diſcreet Miniſter of the Goſpel ; tho' we Live 
in Prophane and Atheiſtical times, and find our 
Ghoſtly Offices depreciated and ſet at nought, 
and have but ſmall increaſe from our Flocks,and 
are toaded with many other diſcouragements ; 
nevertheleſs, ſeeing we are about the Lord's 
Work, wooing for Chriſt and gaining Souls to 
the Kingdom of Heaven, Quid non Speremus, why 
ſhould not we hope? God will be our Portion 
himſelf ; He will give the Labourers their Hire, 
and one day cauſe us to rejoyce and ſing like the 
Vallies that are covered with Corn. And what if the 
Reward ſhould be poſt-pon'd to the next Life, 
the delay will but Augment and make it more 
Valuable in the End. E 2 

No wile Labourer then will regret his wait- 

ing 
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ing and attendance for the Payment of his Seryi- 
ces inthe Vineyard, when he ſhall have amends 
by the advance of his Salary, and reaping a dou- 
ble Portion of thoſe Felicities, which Eye hath 
not ſeen, nor Ear heard, nor hath it entered into the 
Heart of Man to conceive what they are. Let 


Worldlings hunt after Earthly Revenues and 


Promotions, which are not infrequently the fuel 
of Pride, Luxury, Idleneſs, and the like; and 
ſubje& to ſundry Changes and Contingencies,that 
diſquiet us for the loſs ofthem ; yet it becomes 
Spiritual Men to ſet their Affections on things a- 
bove, and purſue after Celeſtial Treaſures, that 
engender no Vice, and bring nothing of diſquie- 
tude along with them, and which never ceaſe 
but are of an interminable duration. 

Let us all profeſs than an intire Confidence and 
Faith in God, and wait his ſeaſon to be eaſed 
of our Burthens, refreſhed in our Spirits, juſti- 


fied in our Practices, and recompenced for our 


Labours. What ifthere be ſuch a mighty inequa- 
lity in the things of this Life, and thoſe who leaſt 
delerve have the largeſt Proviſion and Subfiſte 
ance. What if the Silk worms, yield their 
Bowels to make purple Robes for Tyrants, when 
many poor Miniſters have ſcarce from the Flocks 
Wool enough to cover * nakedneſs; howe- 
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ver be not diſpirited, nor ſlaken in your Duty, nor 
abate of your firſt Love like the Church of Epheſus, 
but go chearfully thro the courſe of your Mini- 
ſtry, and cry out in the words of the Pſalmiſt, 
Verily, there is a Reward for the Righteous, yea, 
daubtleſs there is a God that judgeth in the Earth. 


Laſtly, Since the Text delares, They that turn 
many to righteouſneſs Jhall be as the Stars for ever and 
ever, How ought this to inflame our Zeal and 
double our diligence and painfulneſs in time to 
come. : 

Give me leave to addreſs my ſelf unto you 
in the words of St. Paul which he ſpake to the 
_ Elders of Epheſus, Acts 20. 28. Take heed there- 
- fore unto your ſelves, my Brethren, and to all the 

flock of Chriſt, over which the Holy Ghoſt hath made 
you Overſeers, to feed the Church of God which he 
hath purchaſed by his Blood. Study by your Ser- 
mons and Writings to ſtop the Mouths of all gain- 
ſaying and malevolent Spirits; neglect noOppor- 
tunity to improve your Congregations, and ſow 
good Seeds and Doctrines in the hearts of your 
Hearers. Counſel and admoniſh the—ungodly 
and 1mpenitent ; take pains with the moſt ſear'd 
and obdurate Conſcience, and ſave ſome with fear 
tlucking them out of the. fire. Expound the Seri- 
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ptures and the Catechiſm; lay down the Grounds 
and Principles of Religion; remind them of their 
Baptiſmal Vows and Promiſes; exhort to pu- 
blick as well as private Prayer, and to a religi- 
ous Obſervance of the Sabbath : Shew the excel- 
lency of Chriſttanity before all other Inſtitutions ; 
make known the Terms of the New Covenant;infift 
upon the gracious Promiſes of the Goſpel ; and ex- 
plain all the Articles of the Creed, that they may be 
able to give an Anſwer to every one that asketh them a 
reaſon , the Hope that is in them. In ſine, give 
Light to them that ſit in darkneſs; recover thoſe 
that are ſtrayed, from the Errour of their ways ; 
admoniſh with all Meekneſs and Affection; pity 
their Ignorance; ſupply the want of Education; 
remove the prejudices of others, and bear with 
the Infirmities of the Weak. 

And as for ſuch Miniſters, who have a regard 
to the Souls of their People, and would fain help 
forward their Salvation, and are intent upon 
good Works, and tainted with no impious bc 
arine or Principle; who readily acknowledge 
the Myſteries of the Goſpel, the Godſhip and 
Pre-exiſtence of Chriſt before the Incarnation, and 
the Perſonality of the Holy Ghoſt, in contradi- 
ction to Arians, Socinians and other Hereticks ; 
who aſſert the Authority of the Scriptures, the 
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Divine extract and Original of its Precepts, and 
the truth and certainty of all Divine Revelation 
againſt the Deiſts. Who renounce abſolute and un- 
conditional Election, the irreſiſtibility of Divine 
Grace, and the Perſeverance of the Saints in oppo- 
ſition to the Calviniſts and Anti- Remonſtrants: who 
have not with the Sons of Aaron offered ſtrange fire, 
nor made any prophane mixtures in Divine Wor- 
ſhip, and built the Walls of Sion, ſubſtantial and 
ſtrong to uphold a tottering and divided Church, 
and not daubed them with Mire and untempered Mor- 
tar: Who have not Idolized the Perſons of great 


Men, but boldly rebuked inftead of Flattering 


them in their Vices, nor been mercenary in their 
Functions, preferring the wages of unrighteouſneſs, 
and prophecying for handfulls of Barley and morſels 
of Bread. Ina Word, who have not been rea- 
dy to Sacrifice the intereft of the Church, to 
that of the State, and tare up ancient Conſtitu- 
tions to humour a Phanatick and Trimmi 

Age; nor yet with the Papiſts ſhelter'd Hea- 
theniſh Superſtitions in Chriſtian Temples, by 


| 2 the Ceremonial Law, and raking ſome 


of the Limbs out of the Grave, after the Wiſ- 


dom of God had Rung their Knel, and Honou- 
rably interr'd them: you I ſay, who have not 
been faulty herein, nor guilty of any other foul 
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Practiſe, rejoyce and be ye exceeding glad, for great 
is your reward in Heaven. 

And methinks ſuch different Robes and Dia- 
dems of Glory as have been hitherto prov'd, 
ſhould animateall Perſons whatſoever, the Laity 
as well as Clergy, to Love God with all their 
Heart and Soul, and with all their Underſtand- 
ing and Power ; to omit no occaſion of doing 
good; to execute faithfully every Command- 
ment; to repent unfeignedly of all the errours of 
their paſt Lives ; to — the wicked Deeds 
of the Body, and ſtanch their Luxuriant Spirits 
which thwart their Obedience, that they may 
be exalted into Abraham's Boſom, and made like 
unto Chriſts glorious Body in his Transfiguration on 
the Mount. 2 

It was a brave requeſt of the Mother of Zebe- 
dees Children, that one of her Sons might fit on the 
right, and the other on the left of our Saviour in his 
Kingdom. is baſe and mean Spirited to lie at 
the Footſtool of Grace, when you may ſtand 
upon the fame Level with him. Such a holy 
Pride becomes a Chriſtians Breaſt, and is no 
way derogatory to Goſpel Diſpenſation ; a Wiſe 
and Zealous Profeſſor ſhoots forward, and aims 


at moſt Honourable Enterpriſes, to win the 


Higheſt Prize of the Heavenly Treaſure; while the 
Narrow- 
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Bodies ſhall be dunged and ra 
Elements of our Bodies will be conſentient, all 
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-bare admiſſion into Heaven, and eontends for no 


higher Place than e to be Door keeper i in whe 
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Tis true, this ſhall be a Happineſs 0 ex- 


ceeding their moſt exalted Cogitations, but 


higher Places muſt needs be more Illuſtrigus and 
deſirable. However all the Saints ſhall be full lieg 
Tatisfied,  and-eyesy- one contented with his blef- 
ſed State and Condition, with his own meaſure | 
of Glory. Otherwiſe Heaven would not be 
Heaven, and ES would be wanting that ſweet 
7 cord. among the Celeſtial: in- 
Kong hint envied and repined at g. 
orified Body, becauſe it was more re- 
ent than his own. Theſe are Paſſions and 
ties incident to our Corrupt and Imp 


Natures, but at che laſt Trump when our i 


then ite kuck ee ſurmiſes vaniſh ; tHouthls + 


the different Qualities, mutually conſpire, and 


= Breaſt of every Saint enjoy an E ternal Peace 
and Reſt to the great Conſolation both of og | 
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